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THE AFRICAN SOCIETY. 


(Founded in memory of Mary Kingsley.) 





ORIGIN OF THE SOCIETY. 


OWING to the remarkable interest aroused by the writings and lectures of 
the late Miss MARY KINGSLEY with reference to the Natives of West Africa, 
their customs and racial characteristics, it was decided some months ago to 
perpetuate her memory by the foundation of a Society for the study of the 
special subjects in which she was a conspicuously ardent worker. 


An Association was accordingly formed under the title of “The Mary 
Kingsley Society of West Africa” ; donations amounting to £700 being collected, 
and Branch Societies being established on the West Coast of Africa. 


More recently it was decided to extend its scope, and accordingly its title 
has been altered to that of “ The African Society”; for it is felt that the time 
has arrived for the permanent establishment on a_ sound footing of an 
institution devoted to the study of all subjects connected with the great 
Continent. West Africa, however, from which the Society has already received 
much support and encouragement, will naturally receive its first attention. 


OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


The Society hopes to become a working Information Bureau for Africa. 
Its first object will be the study of native usages, institutions, customs, religions 
and antiquities, scientifically conducted but having a practical bearing on the 
life of the people and the development of the country. In the present 
condition of the Continent it has become a matter of absolute necessity that 
Europeans should more than heretofore be made acquainted with the habits of 
life, the feelings and thoughts of the natives, the laws and customs which govern 
their daily life, the conditions of their land-tenure, and the tribal institutions 
which affect the labour-market. Native arts and industries are equally deserving 
of study, with a view to their possible development. 


It is intended that other important subjects should also be dealt with—viz. : 
the climate, trade-products, fauna and flora, the mineral resources of the country, 
questions of Aygiene, diseases and their remedy ; and indeed all matters of 
practical interest to settlers and to those engaged in commerce 


Other societies are engaged in the study of the ancient civilisations of 
Egypt and Carthage, and the “African Society” does not propose to include 
these in its scope, nor to traverse the field occupied by any of the learned 
institutions at present existing. 








tN 


In Germany the publication of a journal, as well as of some books dealing 
with many of these subjects, has already been inaugurated under the auspices 
of the Government. In France an independent Society, more on the lines of what 
is now proposed, is at work in French Africa. Other European nations are 
advancing in the same direction. It behoves Englishmen to see that England 
is not left behind. 


WORK OF THE SOCIETY. 


A periodical journal will be issued, containing information on the various 
subjects mentioned above, and communications are invited from all who are able 
to assist in furthering the objects of the Society ; but it should be noted that 
any discussion of contemporary political or religious controversies will be strictly 
excluded. 


Lectures and Discussions will take place; and, should funds permit, it is 
hoped that a suitable head-quarters will be established in London, containing a 
comprehensive Library, Reading-room, and if possible a Museum, with the object 
of assisting in the commercial development of the African continent. 


The annual subscription is for the present fixed at 41 Is., running from 
January Ist to December 31st of each year. This may be compounded for by 
a payment of £15 15s., which will entitle the donor to life-membership. 

Members will be considered original members if joining before the inaugural 
meeting of the Society, which will shortly be held. After that meeting and the 
formal constitution of the Society, candidates must be proposed, seconded, and 
admitted by election under the rules. 


The Society’s head-quarters is at present at No. 22, Albemarle Street, 
London, W., to which address it is requested that communications to the 
Secretary may be sent. 


Forms to be filled up are annexed. It will be convenient if intending 
members will also fill in and send to their Bankers the Order Form enclosed. 


Donations in money, books relating to Africa, and maps, will be cordially 
welcomed. 


ROBERT SEWELL, M.R.A.S., F.R.G.S., Secretary. 


22 ALBEMARLE STREET, LONDON, W., J/arch 20, 1901. 
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Please pay to the Credit of the AFRICAN 
SocieTy, at the Lonpon G& Country BANKING 
Co. Lrp., Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, 
W.C., annually, on January ist, the sum of 
OnE GUINEA, commencing 


and charge the same to my account. 


Date _ 
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MEMBERSHIP FORM. 


To the Secretary of THE AFRICAN SOCIETY. 
Place 
Date 


I desive to become a member of the African Society, and I enclose my 


subscription (£1 1s.) for the current year. 


Signature. 
Name in full, with titles 
Permanent address 


Letters after name, if anj 


DONATION. 


To the Secretary of THE AFRICAN SOCIETY. 


Place 


Date 


L enclose the sum of as a donation to the funds of the African 
Society, and I desire to be enrolled as a Life Member thereof. 


Signature 
Name in full, with titles 
Permanent address... 


Letters after name, tf any 





RICHARD CLAY AND SONS, LIMITED, LONDON AND BUNGAY. 

















The following List contains the names of some of the Associations and 


persons who have already joined the Society. 


THE AFRICAN ASSOCIATION. 

Mrs. ANTROBUS. 

The Right Hon. H. H. Asquitn, K.C., M.P. 

The Right Hon. A. J. BALFour, M.P., F.R.S. 

Henry BA.LFour, Esq., Pitt Rivers Museum, 
Oxford. 

Mrs. J. F. BIsHop. 

Dr. E. W. BLYDEN, Principal, Liberia College, 
Sierra Leone. 

E. W. BRABROOK, Esq., C.B., President, Folk- 
Lore Society, and past President, Anthropo- 
logical Society. 

S1r LAUDER BRUNTON, M.D., F.R.S. 

R. B. BLAizeE, Esq., Lagos. 

Sir T. FowELL BuxTon, Bart., G.C.M.G. 

ALFRED BUXTON, Esq. 

NoEL Buxton, Esq. 

SYDNEY BuxTON, Esq., M.P. 

J. H. Batty, Esq., Cape Coast Castle. 

The Rev. H. Montacu BuTLer, D.D., Master of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 

The CouNT DE CARDI, F.S.A. 

Lapy CHALMERS. 

Mrs. B. CLARK, Accra. 

Lieut.-General The Hon. SIR ANDREW CLARKE, 

CB, GC.M.G., CLE. 

Right Hon. ViscouNT CROMER, 

G.C.M.G. 

The Right Hon. LorD COLERIDGE, K.C. 

Professor J. A. ABAYOMI COLE, Sierra Leone. 

H. Carr, Esq., Lagos. 

Major L. DARWIN, Hon. Secretary, Royal Geo- 
graphical Society. 

CLINTON DAWKINS, Esq. 

S1R ROBERT EDGECUMBE. 

J. G. Frazer, Esq., Litt.D., Cambridge. 

The LADY EDMOND FITZMAURICE.. 

The Rev. W. H. FINDLAY. 

Mrs. J. R. GREEN. 

The Right Hon. Sir G. TAUBMAN GOLDIE, K.C.M.G. 

S1rR ROBERT GIFFEN, K.C.B. 

Dr. F. H. H. GuILLEMARD, Cambridge. 

FREDERICK GORDON, Esq. 

Professor S. R. GARDINER. 

Mrs. St. LEGER HARRISON (‘‘ Lucas Malet.”’) 

J. ArtHurR Hutton, Esq., Chairman, African 
Section, Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 

Rear- Admiral G. W. HAND. 

Professor A. C. HADDON, F.R.S. 

E. SIDNEY HARTLAND, Esq., F.S.A., Late Presi- 
dent, Folk-Lore Society. 

Joun Ho tt, Esq., Vice-Chairman, African Section, 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce. 

Professor C. H. HERFORD. 

Dr. C. F. HARFORD-BATTERSBY, Principal, Living- 
stone College. 

J. P. ADEMIYIWA HAASTROP, Esq., Lagos. 

J. IRVINE, Esq., F.R.G.S. 

The Hon. LApy JOHNSTON. 

The Right Rev. Dr. J. JOHNSON, Bishop of Lagos, 

J. PAYNE JACKSON, Esq., Lagos. 

CHARLES KINGSLEY, Esq. 

Dr. J. Scort KELtig, Litt.D., Secretary, Royal 

Geographical Society. 


The G.C.B., 








SIDNEY L. KEyYMER, Esq., Vice-President, African 
Section, Manchester Chamber of Commerce. 
S1R ALFRED LYALL, K.C.B., G.C.I.E. 
Sir SAMUEL Lewis, KT., Sierra Leone. 
THE LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY OF 
NEWCASTLE. 
Major J. I. LANG-Hypbe,, R.E., C.M.G. 
GEORGE A. MACMILLAN, Esq, Hon. Secretary, 
Hellenic Society. 
H. E. Str WILLIAM McGrecor, K.C.M.G., C.B. 
F, V. MARMENT, Esq. (Ashanti Lands, Ltd.) 
A. H. MILNE, Esq. 
Professor the Rev. J. P. MAHAFFY, D.D., Trinity 
College, Dublin. 
Dr. PATRICK MANSON. 
The Right Hon. JoHN Mor.ey, M.P. 
Professor A. MACALISTER, St. John’s 
Cambridge. 
The Hon. Mrs. MATHESON. 
Mrs. MONTEFIORE MICHOLLS. 
The hs Hon. Stk SAMUEL MONTAGU, Bart., 
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— May, Esq., Editor, Sierra Leone Weekly 
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H. E. Major M. NATHAN, C.M.G. 
THE NOMAD SOCIETY. 
MADAME NOVIKOFF. 
The Right Rev. Dr. IsAAc OLUWOLE, Assistant 
Bishop, Western Equatorial Africa. 
The Right Hon. The EarL OF ONSLow. 
Sir FREDERICK POLLOCK, Bart., LL.D. 
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C. H. Reap, Esq., Secretary of the Society of 
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